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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 

and Serving God 

and Others in 

Unity 
          

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
  
The past few months have been unusually cold.  I can truthfully 

say that I have never felt so blah during the winter than this past 
one.  Christmas seems so long ago. For me, it’s been a long time 

since we celebrated the birth of Jesus, and now as we enter the 
month of April, we await the time of his death and resurrection.  
For the disciples, the wait from what we now know as Good 

Friday to Easter Sunday—must have seemed like a long time.   

Seeing him die and hoping in his promise that they would see 

him again in a very short time must still have been 
overwhelming to them; the time between the two must have 

seemed like forever for them. 

Each Gospel account of the Resurrection tells us that none of 
those who went to the tomb went with any anticipation or 

expectation of seeing the Risen Lord. Instead, they went to offer 
a proper burial for a respected and beloved teacher. 

And if they had had any hope in his promise to rise from the 
dead, it appears that they didn’t expect it to come true for quite 

some time. At worse, Jesus would still be dead; at best, they 
would have to wait even longer before seeing him again.  But 
Jesus surprises those that visit the tomb by appearing to them 

and changing everything forever. Jesus had kept his promise. 
The wait was over!  

Jesus was and is alive!  And because of this amazing event, other 
things for which they had also waited for began to appear in 

ways they could only have imagined.  

They knew and had hope that God was with them and was 
always going to be with them, no matter where they went or 

what they dealt with, God would always be present, and they 
would never go the tough roads alone.  An understanding of life, 

abundant life for the present time and the promise of eternal life 
for the future – was now fulfilled in their lives. The disciples now 

had a peace; a peace which passes all understanding was 
available to them. And they also felt God’s great gift of love
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which would now be their guide for how they would live as disciples of the Risen Christ following 
his example of serving others, proclaiming the Good News, and practicing peace. 

Easter changes everything.  Like I have said on Sundays, we come to worship believing we will 
experience change -- otherwise why do we go to church unless we expect to be changed and 

challenged?  Jesus is the biggest change agent of all time, and his resurrection changed everything.   

For all of us who meet head-on the realities of the day with all the uncertainties of life, from 

tornados and mudslides to accidents and illnesses, from difficult economic times to the normal 
stresses of everyday life, Easter’s gift of the Risen Lord offers us those same gifts the disciples 
received many Easters ago.  

The Risen Lord offers us presence and empowerment; peace and love. Sometimes it may seem that 
we have to wait for a long time before we even realize that we already have them, that they really are 

ours. But as Easter shows us, they are indeed ours today and always.  Easter shows us that the wait 
was and is certainly worth it! 

 
Happy Easter, Pastor Lisa 
  

 
Kacia Smouse 
Bob Bence 

Russ Smith 

Ken Werre 
Barbara Whittington 

Nancy Bassford 

Oscar Grimes 
Janet Argent 

Sean Karl 

The O’Donnell Family 
The Kontson Family 

Family of Anne Tart 

Family of Florence 
Lehnert 

Betty Mobra 
 

 

UMM Host Chili Cook-Off 
 
The United Methodist Men recently hosted their 
first DUMC Chili Cook-Off. The event was well 

attended by the community and our congregation. 
There were nine entries, and the winners were: 
First Place - Joann Smith and her sous chef, Blair 
Second Place -  Jon Hopkins (Bev and Bill King's 
son-in-law) 
Third Place -  Leanne Sparks 
Thank you to all who participated, and a special 
thank you to the judges:  Rev. Paulette Jones, 
Pastor Lisa Bandel, Pastor Kyle Durbin and our 
youth judge, Grace Iannicelli.  

 

Send your prayer requests to 
prayerchain@dumc.net 
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COUNCIL NOTES  
It has been a snowy winter which has impacted many committee meetings.  While Council was cancelled on 
17 March due to the snow, the Council did meet on 17 February.  Highlights follow: 

- Recent snows have resulted in the snow removal budget being exceeded. 

- CCDC was unable to meet in February to update Council. 

- The Education committee is seeking a replacement(s) Sunday School Superintendent for the 2014-15 
school year. 

- Tongues of Fire BBQ team has met to start preparations for the upcoming season, and the Adult Mission 
Team is finalizing plans for the mission trip on 4-10 May. 

- The Social Needs and Outreach committee is planning a Breakfast Club South County for the summer. 

- The Youth Group had a successful ski trip and then turned out en mass to serve others at the Lighthouse 
Shelter on Super Bowl Sunday. 

- United Methodist Men continue the preparations for the annual golf tournament on 28 April.  

- The Worship committee has worked through a couple of issues, which have proven to be surprisingly 
difficult; coffee cups and music sheets at the contemporary service. 

The issues before the Worship committee would seem trivial perhaps, but as I visit the various committees, I 
find each struggling with maximizing the church’s worship experience, serving others, and budgets with large 
hearts and lots of love.  The Worship committee has been trying to find a balance in caring for our planet as a 
fundamental UMC social principle and the congregations’ enjoyment of coffee hour.  The music sheets, 
likewise, were an effort to 1) reduce printing and paper consumption, and 2) allow the contemporary service 
the advantage of literally raising our voices to the Lord while viewing the lyrics on the wall.  Unfortunately, 
some more visually impaired service attendees were left without music sheets.  My visit to the Worship 
committee showed me that there are many in our congregation that are willing to wrestle the tiny details for 
our worship experience on Sunday as we come together to know and love God.  
 I am frequently impressed by the countless good works our Social Needs and Outreach committee 
accomplishes in virtual silence.  Led by Vonda Vales, the things that a few of our ladies have accomplished 
with limited resources is eye watering.  They truly serve others, and I encourage anyone interested in 

becoming more involved to contact Vonda.  She can utilize a wide variety of skills and gifts in that ministry.  
 The Council members met on 8 March for a planning retreat, which focused on leadership and the 
application of some of the principles of the “Our Iceberg is Melting” sermon series.  Each of the committees 
will be constructing their mission statements that align to DUMC’s purpose statement of knowing, loving, and 
serving God and others in unity. 

 Lee Matousek offered a discussion on leadership,  and my impression was that committee chairs came away 
with a renewed vision of their roles.  I believe each committee chair desires to serve chiefly as a moderator of 
their respective committee and for the policies and procedures germane to their committee’s charge.  This 
ensures that members can actually participate in the committees they desire to serve on, that the various 
committees function together, and the congregation has the proper resources readily available. 
 Furthermore, I believe they desire to be good stewards of the congregation’s tithes and budget managers, as 
this is how we foster the requisite trust when the congregation would like to add to the church’s resources, 
infrastructure, and/or programs. 

 We want to encourage all to get more involved.  Many hands make light work. 

 

Romans 15:1-2 (NIV) 
1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.  2 Each of us should 
please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 

 

In His service, 
Chuck Sparks 

Council Chair 
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Remembering The Pecks 
In December, we celebrated the Pecks and their 
contributions to DUMC, and the warm wishes 

continue.   

 
Rev. and Mrs. Peck 

Davis and Esther 

Aunt Mae and Uncle Will 
They are known by many names, 

but we all love them just the same! 
  

Back in the fifties and sixties 

they worked very hard 
She in DC, He at DMC (we weren't United yet). 

  

There wasn't a secretary in sight,  
so he typed his own bulletins, hopefully right. 

So over the typewriter he would hover, 
for to make a mistake often meant to start over. 

The mimeo machine would go round and round, 

until at last the right number was found. 
  

Through sermons, weddings, funerals,  

cantatas, MYF, confirmation, ham and oyster 
Dinners, and of course meetings, they led us. 

And at the annual church picnic, they fed us. 
  

When they returned, it was a joy for us all. 

Esther playing the piano and organ for us has been 
such a thrill and inspiration. 

Her song writing, singing and leading us at the 
UMW tea have been so wonderful for all of us, 

especially me! 

  
We know their talents will make some new folks 

very happy. 

Pastor Emeritus, Organist, but most of all, friend. 
We know you're just a ways down Route Two, 

But we also know how much we will miss you. 
  

We wish you much happiness in your second 

retirement. 
We thank you for your service in so many ways.  

May the good Lord bless and keep you all of your 

days. 
  

Raye Long  
PS  I am no longer 12  

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The women of DUMC are beginning a prayer 
shawl ministry. If you are able to knit or crochet 

or would like to learn, please join us.  We will 
meet at two different times:  Wednesdays from 7 

– 9 and Thursday from 4 – 6.  Our first Thursday 
meeting will be 3 April from 4 – 6 in the parlor. 
The Wednesday group will have their first 

meeting on 23 April from 7 - 9.   
If you would like to bring yarn and needles, 

please do so --#4 yarn is good and sizes 8, 9 or 10 
knitting needles are requested.  If you have extra 

yarn you would like to donate, please leave it in 
the church office.   
Please contact Sharon Bence at 301-249-2928 or 

sbence2013@aol.com with any questions. 
 

A WORD FROM THE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE                                                                    

 

Our donations for the first two months of this 
year show us slightly higher than in 2013. As 

expected though, our expenses are also up about 
the same, so we are continuing as planned.  
  

Submitted by Nelson Outten, Committee Chair  

 

mailto:sbence2013@aol.com
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FROM THE YOUTH 
ROOM 
By Kyle Durbin, Assistant Pastor to 
Emergent Ministries 
 

 The Youth of DUMC continue to be moving at full force in both service and fellowship opportunities.  
February got off to an incredible start as almost 40 youth and adults teamed up to head over to the Annapolis 
Lighthouse Shelter to serve dinner during the Super bowl.  Organized by Youth Council President Kennady 
Moseley, and with a less than entertaining football game, all who participated agreed they undoubtedly made 
the right decision with their evening plans. 

 

 
 The following Sunday saw one of the biggest turn outs ever for auditions for Cornerstone Theatre’s Spring 
Musical, none other than Disney’s Tarzan!  Featuring the music of Phil Collins, and based on the classic tale 

of the “ape man,” Tarzan will witness the return of Alex Higdon (from “You’re A Good Man, Charlie 
Brown,”) to assume the role of the title character, along with the debut of Allison Jordan, staring opposite as 
Jane.  The show will also give a great opportunity to check out some of the younger high school stars of 
Cornerstone Theatre, such as Grace Iannicelli and Arielle Hall taking on their biggest musical roles to date.  
Sadly, “Tarzan,” also marks the final show of Chris Seidel and Nik Ostis, who have performed in every 
musical since the original, “Godspell,” as well as Kennady Moseley, so you won’t want to miss this one. 

 February ended with our first ever, “Night of Worship and Praise,” featuring Praise Band (including youth 
members Logan Masters, Jodee Niemann, and Kennady Moseley) with all liturgy led by members of the 
middle and high school youth group.  This was a wonderful opportunity to experience some of the newest 
songs in contemporary praise music and was a nice alternative to the more formal Sunday morning worship 
atmosphere.  In the months and years to come, don’t be surprised if this turns into a more frequent event. 
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 March began in a similar fashion to February, with service and ministry.  With more youth than the bus 
could even hold, back up transportation was required to help take over twenty youth to three different homes 
of some of the sick, recovering, or shut-in members of our congregation.  At each home, Nik Boogades read 
scripture, Arielle Hall offered a prayer, and the youth performed beautiful renditions of “Amazing Grace,” 
“In The Garden,” and “How Great Thou Art,” and we hope to take on this initiative every other month in 
the future. 
 
 While snow has made its mark on calendars across the state, the DUMC Youth Group didn’t let inclement 
weather stop us from hosting our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.  We just moved it to Wednesday, 
and as a result, the Ash Wednesday service saw its biggest youth presence I can remember.  
Nik Ostis, Kaileigh Ducharme, Kennady Moseley, and Chris Seidel took on the bulk of pancake flipping, and 
even some of our younger middle school youth had a chance to help serve tables, like Zach and Jenna 
Alexander, and Charlotte and Elizabeth Gibbin.   
 

 
 
 

 At our evening Bible Study, we just finished a three week series called, “Chosen,” with the high schoolers, 
focusing on some of the different individuals in the Bible who received a calling from God and how their 
response changed their lives.  In Middle School, we had fun with Origami and talked about Grace, Faith, and 
Prayer.  Over the next several weeks, we have a number of opportunities to head out to the local movie 
theaters thanks to what Hollywood has dubbed, “The Year of the Bible,” with films like “Noah,” “Son of 
God,” and “God’s Not Dead,” being just a few of our options.  As we’ve seen with our Sunday School series 
on the History Channel show, “The Bible,” whether an accurate and faithful depiction, or an artistic 
interpretation taken with liberty, when supported with scripture reading and good discussion, these movies 
can help widen our understanding and deepen our faith. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

God Is Love 
 

Each time you pick a daffodil or gather violets on some hill, 
Or touch a leaf or see a tree, it’s all God whispering, “This is Me”…. 
Every growing living thing that you can touch or see at spring, 
Is but a message from above to say that God is life and love. 
 
                                                                               ---- Helen Steiner Rice 
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Updates – Missions, Tongues of Fire and VIM 
 

Your DUMC Missions’ program has already been at work, taking as its guide Acts 20:35, “by this 

kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself said:  ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.’ “ 
 

The Tongues of Fire Barbeque Ministry Team (TOF) met on 1 March to review last year’s BBQ 
season and to plan out 2014.  TOF’s mission and goals that were established in 2007 were reviewed.  

Parishioners will recall that the tongue-in-cheek mission is “spreading the Gospel, one bite at a 
time,” meaning that TOF will be bringing folks closer to God through its food ministry.  Goals of 

the group are to donate 65% of profits to Missions, to retain 25% of those same profits for capital 
expenditures (e.g. tents) and worthy causes, to reach out to the un-churched and the under-churched 
by example and message, and to increase fellowship opportunities among the members of the 

DUMC family.   
Sale dates for BBQ sandwiches will be 26 April, 21 June and 27 September.  Extra Q will be 

prepared for the Fairways of Faith Golf Tournament on 28 April and for the Lighthouse Shelter on 
21 June and 27 September.  The team will also serve full platters for the Strawberry and Peach 

Festivals.  The $1000 Scrimgeour Scholarship will once again be funded, and $750 will be used to 
help pay for the new AV system in the Fellowship Hall.  As always, TOF welcomes new members.  
Come learn about southern barbeque and spread the love. 

 
The Missions Team met on 11 March.  It was decided to see what help could be offered to assist in 

the mission of the Social Needs and Outreach Committee.  That worthy group has done so much for 
so many with so few helping hands.  Among the programs that need assistance is the Breakfast Club 

that feeds needy kids during the summer months.  A decision was made to support the Backpack 
Project in South County that provides food for needy children over the weekends of the school year.  
To that end, Missions will be a sponsor of the Quacks for Backpacks rubber duck race on 1 June at 

Camp Letts.  Missions will continue to participate with the Partners In Care program in conjunction 
with Mt. Zion UMC, completing hands-on projects for the needy in South County.  Missions also 

stands ready to provide funds, as needed, for the Youth mission trip to WV in June.  Like TOF, 
Missions is always seeking new members to help make decisions on how best to help the family of 

God. 
 
4 – 10 May are the dates for this year’s Volunteers In Mission (VIM) trip to Crisfield, MD.  

Devastated by Hurricane Sandy, the town has been making a slow recovery.  Adults of all ability 
levels are needed for a successful trip.  Sure, experienced roofers, carpenters, plumbers, electricians, 

drywallers and cooks are needed, but so are those willing to learn.  Willing hearts and helping hands 

are what will be needed.  Nearly all the costs of the trip are paid for through the contributions of the 

TOF team.  Prayerfully consider joining the group this year, if not for the whole time, then for a 
portion.  These, after all, are fellow Marylanders who are in need and who have been largely 
forgotten by the government and the news media. 

  
To join TOF, Missions or VIM, please contact me or any of our veteran participants. 

Experience what it’s like to feel more blessed by giving than by receiving. 
Blair Smith 

Missions Chair & TOF Pitboss 
410-798-7236   bbq.pilgrim@verizon.net 
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Green Cathedral  
 

 
 

After God completed his “creation,” he 

created the Garden of Eden. A garden year-
round shows us the awesomeness of God’s 

work. Each year we put seeds into the soil and 
watch them burst into beautiful plants and 
flowers. Then the plants either die or become 

dormant for winter, only to begin again in the 
spring. This can, in a way, be compared with 

Easter: birth, death and the resurrection. 
“Early Celtic Christians were very aware of 

this. Three days before sowing, farmers would 
sprinkle the seed with water in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If possible, they 
would plant on a Friday. The moistening 

hastened the seed’s growth, and planting on 
Friday was always a reminder of the Christ’s 

death and burial. Planting was always 
symbolic of the planting of Christ, the seed of 

the new world in which resurrection life will 
come for all humankind as well as creation.” 
(Christine Sine) 

It is the job of the Green Chapel Committee to 
keep God’s garden beautiful. This is our place 

of worship, offering us a feeling of peace and 
awe. As spring approaches, it is time to once 

again “roll up our sleeves” and prepare our 

awesome garden. 
We need help to do this. Any volunteers are 

welcome. If you feel that you can find some 
free time to assist in planting, weeding, 

trimming, watering, etc., please email Carolyn 
Wilson at carwalkwil@aol.com, and you will 

be notified of what needs to be done and 
when we can get together.   
      

Submitted by Carolyn Wilson 

 

Connie’s Corner                 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Job is told (11:16-17) that he will forget his suffering; that he will remember them only “as a flood 

that has passed,” and that his life will become more radiant than the noonday and will make a dawn 
of darkness.  So it is with us.  When our whole world becomes distorted by our distress, we tend to 
make the situation worse by dwelling on its permanence.  Wouldn’t it be great to be able to find the 

strength in the midst of hopelessness to remind ourselves that life is indeed made up of hills and 
valleys?  If we don’t permit ourselves to become trapped by our despair, it will pass “as a flood that 

has passed.”  If you need someone to walk with you through a rough time, Stephen Ministers are 
trained to:  

 Share other people’s difficult times 
 Listen 
 Share other people’s challenges and pain 

 Pray with them 
Please consider this ministry if you feel called to serve, and if you are feeling pain, please know that 

we are here for you.  Contact Pastor Lisa or me for further information or go to 
http://www.stephenministries.org/. 

 
Peace and love, 
Connie    

http://www.stephenministries.org/
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Handel’s Messiah 

 
 
Since this is the Easter edition of the Lamplighter, 
I thought it would be appropriate to talk about 
what arguably is the most famous classical piece 
performed with some regularity in the English 
speaking world.  I’m of course referring to 
Handel’s Messiah, written in three or so weeks 
time in the late summer of 1741.  It is a tradition in 
many cities to perform the first part of the Messiah 
during Advent; but the most famous single piece, 
written for the Easter section, is the Hallelujah 
Chorus. 
 
Georg Friedrich Handel (1685-1759) was a 

German composer who settled in England in 1712, 
eventually becoming a naturalized English subject.  
He remains today England’s most widely-known 
composer.  Handel was responsible for 
championing Italian opera and wrote more than 40 
for his English audiences.  Opera had been 
invented the previous century in Italy and in the 
18th century spread throughout all of Europe.  
Opera typically drew upon the Greek myths for its 
subject matter.  This presented a problem for the 
church, and thus operas were banned from 
performance during the Holy Seasons of Lent and 
Advent. 

 
Composers responded by creating “oratorios” 
which drew their subject matter from the Bible.  
Oratorios were not meant to be staged, rather 
performed in a concert hall setting. 
The Messiah is an oratorio.  It is not Handel’s first 
oratorio, but certainly his most performed.. Two 
factors helped make The Messiah popular in its 
day.  Handel’s oratorios are written and performed 

in English, not Italian.  You can see the appeal this 
would have with an English audience.  The second 
factor is repetition.  A yearly charity performance 
was arranged by London’s Foundling Hospital to 
benefit their coffers.  Today, this oratorio is often 
performed for the benefit of charities. 
 
The Messiah is in three parts.  Each part is similar 
in a way to an act of an opera.  The first part is the 
prophesy and birth of Our Lord.  The second part 
is the crucifixion of Jesus and the third, Judgement 
Day.  During the Advent season,  the first part is 
performed, along with the Hallelujah Chorus 

which closes the second part. There are many 
famous choruses along with meaty solos for both 
male and female vocalists. 
 
The Hallelujah Chorus is also responsible for one 
other aspect of this oratorio that makes it unique in 
the long history of musical performance.  It is 
custom for the audience to stand during the 
playing of it.  This tradition was started early on 
when, according to legend, George II, king of 
England, stood during the first performance.  No 
English subject would dare remain seated if the 
monarch was standing. The practice of standing 

during a performance of the Hallelujah Chorus 
carries on to this day. 
 
I urge each and every one of you to listen to 
excerpts from the Messiah and catch a 
performance next Advent season.  You won’t be 
disappointed! 
 
Submitted by Bob Waddell   
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A Note From CrossRoads Child Development Center 
 

The transition of having new members joining the CrossRoads Child Development Center Committee has been an 
exciting time for me as Director of CrossRoads, and I truly appreciate the continued support that I have been shown.  
I must mention the kindness and outreach of Lisa Niemann, the new CCDC Committee Chair who recently invited me 
to lunch, along with Leanne Sparks to meet to discuss the Center.  We had a wonderful discussion,  and I was really 
moved by Lisa when she spoke with such passion about the goal of tying our families to DUMC.  (The number one 
reason why I applied for the Director’s position with CrossRoads five years ago was because of the Center being part 
of a church and my ambition to dedicate my time and service for a religious organization.) Along with our discussion, 
Lisa also brought up the significance for the DUMC congregation to have a better connection with CrossRoads.  She 
suggested the idea of submitting an article to the Lamplighter to give DUMC members more insight about what has 
been going on at CrossRoads -- an article that would be more than a report of enrollment numbers and financial 
items.   So that is what brings you to reading this article now, and I hope you look forward to reading more in the 
upcoming Lamplighter editions too! 
 
As I mentioned above, this is my fifth year of serving as Director of CCDC, and it has been an incredible blessing and 
honor!  Every year, my goal is to continue to provide an incredible and unmatched program that many years after 
leaving CrossRoads, our families can look back and confidently say they gave their child the best preschool 
experience because they chose and trusted CrossRoads.  Along with reflecting on this blessing and the success of 
CrossRoads, I also thought about the role my husband, Pastor Kyle Durbin takes on as Youth Pastor, CrossRoads 
Chaplain and Cornerstone Theatre Founder/Director.   (My apologies if this sounds cheesy, but God works in 
wondrous ways and I truly believe he brought us together for a reason!)  Since Kyle began as CrossRoads Chaplain 
a couple of years ago, the impact he has made on our children and families has been magnificent.  I began having 
parents approach me, inquiring about DUMC or asking to speak with Pastor Kyle and several have even attended 
services, had children baptized,  and others had their children participate in Cornerstone Theatre productions and 
can’t wait for the next casting call.  We look forward to finding more ways to build the connection from CrossRoads to 
DUMC and hope to give families without a church home, a very happy one at DUMC!  So, what brought on me talking 
about all of this…I read the newsletter Pastor Kyle sends to his youth each week and always enjoying reading his 
message at the top that begins, “Grace and Peace.”  I email a newsletter to our parents and still found it to seem like 
such a daunting task.  It communicated great information, like events and what the children are learning, but 
something was still missing.  Then I decided to give our newsletter a complete make-over.  Along with a beautiful new 
format, I thought I could write a meaningful message to our parents, using a faith-based tone to inspire and provoke 
worthwhile thoughts.  (I did this without asking for my Pastor husband’s help too!  Although, I did request for him to 
read it first.)  I wrote about love-- sharing and showing your children love and how some things we provide at 
CrossRoads can be tools for our parents to do this more.  The feedback I received from our parents was marvelous, 
and the teachers and I even witnessed parents utilizing some of my suggestions which brought tears to my eyes.   
 
Our newsletter gives each classroom their own page that parents can click on the link to open up, read more and see 
photographs of their children having fun while at CrossRoads.  The parents are thrilled with the addition of photos, 
especially since they are busy working while their children are at school.  Pastor Kyle has his own page that parents 
can click the link to open and read about what the children have learned in Chapel, what they will be learning in the 
upcoming month, and view all the fun photos of the children dancing and singing during music time with him too. 
Our newsletter now has a special section titled, “DUMC Opportunities” and our parents can click on the links to open 
and read about upcoming DUMC events and church service information.  They can also click on a link that takes 
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them directly to the DUMC website.  If you have anything you would like me to share in the DUMC section of our 
newsletter or on our Facebook page or website, feel free to send me an email anytime at:  
crdirector@crossroadscdc.com .  Have you visited the CCDC Facebook page yet?  If not, please do and “Like” our 
page too.  You can also view our newsletter on our Facebook page and website. 
 
In the next Lamplighter, I will share more about what is going on at CrossRoads in the upcoming months.  We are 
approaching another busy time of year with Pre Kindergarten graduation and the start of our Summer Adventure 
Program, so there will be lots to share.  Until then, enjoy some of these pictures that are sure to bring a smile.  
 
With Much Love, 
 
Joanna Durbin 
Director 
 

Our newsletter now has a special section titled, “DUMC Opportunities” and our parents can click on the links to open 
and read about upcoming DUMC events and church service information.  They can also click on a link that takes 
them directly to the DUMC website.  If you have anything you would like me to share in the DUMC section of our  
 
 

“Train children in the way they should go; when they grow old, they won’t depart from it.”   
 -Proverbs 22:6 
 

 

 

mailto:crdirector@crossroadscdc.com
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Trending Now: 
Geocaching in the Green Cathedral - Casting a Wider Net 
  
If you haven't heard, DUMC is officially a geocaching site.  What is geocaching you say?  It’s 
pronounced gee-oh-cash-ing if you didn't already know. It's an outdoor recreational activity in which 

the participants use a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver or mobile device and other 
navigational techniques to hide and seek containers, called "geocaches" or "caches," anywhere in the 

world. It is a hobby that has developed only in large circles since May 2000, when President Bill 
Clinton announced that intentional degrading of signals received by civilians end, making their GPS 

devices more accurate. Almost immediately, geocaching sprang up as a high-tech treasure hunt 
among a few enthusiasts in search of not-very-valuable trinkets and more precious bragging rights 
(“First to Find” for example). 

  
It’s evolved since into a family- and budget-friendly adventure, a chance for Mom and Dad to do 

something with their children before being officially declared “uncool.” And the only equipment 
needed is something most parents and kids already have: a smartphone. GPS applications are 

available free or for about $10 for iPhones, BlackBerrys and Androids, enticing more people to try 
the hobby. 
  

What does this have to do with DUMC?  Georgia and I are 'geo-cachers'.  On our most recent 
wedding anniversary in St Michaels, MD, we spent quite a bit of our time outside our B&B 

wandering the back alleys and back trails of the area - seeing sights we likely wouldn't have seen 
without geocaching (yes the fun never ends with us).  During that trip, we discussed placing our own 

'cache' and shared ideas as to what our freshman entry might consist of.  Georgia came up with the 
Green Cathedral right away stating it would be a great way to bring people to a place very special to 
us (as we were married there).  Geek-Evangelism so to speak… 

  
After obtaining permission from the DUMC Trustees (a required step before placing any cache), The 

Green Cathedral went 'live' on 13 January 2014.  To date the cache has logged 20 visits which is 
pretty good considering the weather lately.  This is considered a very easy cache, yet two visitors 

were unable to find it.  Most caches have a 'hint' which is encrypted on the geocaching website.  The 
hint is "Find yourself seated at the right hand of God."  My best guess is the two poor souls unable to 
find the cache didn't decrypt the clue.  It is our sincere hope that folks drawn to the site via the hobby 

take time to reflect on where they are, perhaps say a prayer, or my personal pipe dream--show up 
some Sunday for service after visiting. 

  
We hope to expand the cache later this year to possibly become a 'swap' type cache where perhaps 

icons of protestant faith are stored in it.  But for now, if you see strangers wandering around the 
Green Cathedral, be of course cautious - but say hello and welcome them warmly if you have the 
chance.  If you haven't tried geocaching yourself, this site would be a perfect start for you and/or 

your family. The DUMC cache and more information about the heart healthy hobby can be found 
online at http://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC4WYW4_the-green-cathedral.   

 
In His name,  

Tim and Georgia McArdle 
 
 
 

http://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC4WYW4_the-green-cathedral
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – Benefits of Recycling  

 Reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and incinerators; 
 Conserves natural resources such as timber, water, and minerals; 
 Prevents pollution by reducing the need to collect new raw materials; 

 Saves energy; 
 Reduces greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global climate change; 

 Helps sustain the environment for future generations; 
 Helps create new well-paying jobs in the recycling and manufacturing industries in the United      

States. 

So help us. There are designated cans in the kitchen and throughout the church. Some are for 

recyclables, and some are for non-recyclables. Please do your part to recycle at DUMC, including 

during Coffee Hour and special events. 

 
 

 
 
My sincere thanks and appreciation for your prayers, cards, 
and phone calls.  The support got me through some dark times! 

God bless you always! 
In Christian love, 

Barbara Whittington 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Florence Lehnert 

  

 

1930 – 2014 
Florence Lehnert passed peacefully at her home in 
Annapolis on 21 February.   

She was a stenographer for the CIA. 
Florence joined DUMC in 1965 where she sang in the 

choir for 35 years.  She enjoyed classical music and 
cooking. 
Survivors include her husband, Ervin, sons Rick and 

Barry, and her grandson, Justin. We extend Christian 
sympathy to the Lehnert family. 

http://www2.epa.gov/recycle
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World’s 

Meanest Mother 

 

 

As Mother’s Day approaches, a  little ode to our 

moms. This is a reprinted article from many 

years ago.  

 
Submitted by Sara Carter 
  

She recalled the painful years when she was growing up 
 
I had the meanest mother in the world.  While other kids ate candy for breakfast, I had to have cereal or eggs. 
When others had Coke and candy for lunch, I had to eat a sandwich. As you can guess, my dinner was 

different from other kids. 

My mother insisted on knowing where we were at all times. She had to know who our friends were and what 
we were doing. 

I am ashamed to admit it, but she actually had the nerve to break the child labor law. She made us work. We 
had to wash dishes, make beds, cook, and all sorts of cruel things. I believe she lay awake at night thinking up 
mean things to do to us. 

None of this tooting the car horn for us to come running.  She embarrassed us to no end by making our dates 
and friends come to the door to get us. While my friends were dating at the age of 13, my old-fashioned 
mother refused to let me date until I was 16. 

My mother was a complete failure as a mother.  None of us has ever been arrested. Each of my brothers 
served his time in the service of his country.  And who do we have to blame for the terrible way we turned 
out? You’re right – our mean mother. 

Look at all the things we missed. We never got to take part in a riot or a million and one things that our 
friends did. She made us grow up into educated adults. 

Using this as a background, I am trying to raise my children. I stand a little taller and am filled with pride 
when my children call me mean.  I thank God He gave me the meanest mother in the world.  

 

 

Join us for Cornerstone 
Theatre’s Production of 

TARZAN 
 

2 May  
  6:00 PM Dinner 

 7:00 PM Show - $20 
3  May 

 6:00 PM Dinner 
 7:00 PM Show - $20 

4 May  
 2:00 PM Show, $15 
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April 

 
3    Ivy Ballister 

3    Ian Dickerson 
6    Diana Schneider 
7    Joe Niemann 

8    Frank Wood 
9    J. P. Moseley 

9    Becky Robertson 
10  Amanda Cohen 

10  Jacque Tomlinson 
13   Blake Allman 
14   Carolyn Wilson 

15   Ted Hirakawa 
15   Blair Smith 

15   Daniel Thibodeau 
16   Bonnie Campbell 

18   Jimmy Travis 
18   Betty Trussell 
19   Bob Durbin 

20   Barbara Jones 
20   Mark Neider 

21   Andrew Webber 
23   Mason Moseley 
24   Jim Hopkins 

25   Joe Emert 

26   Janet Argent 

27   Jackson Sparks 
27   Dixon Wood 

30   Danielle Spaeth 
 

May 
1   Jessica Grow-St. John 
2   Kathy Grow 

2    David McKeever 
2    Roger Vales 
3    Nelson Outten 

3    Pat Shankle 
5    Steve Arslanian 

5    Howard Hardesty, Jr. 
9    Debbie Lawrence 

9    Carol Pressey 
10  Tim McCardle 
10  Pat Wood 

13  Ken Baird 
14   Betty Spurgin  
15   Megan Arslanian 

15   Allie Barkdoll 

15   Tara Neider 

18   Sarah Gould 
19   Charles Hollamon 

19   Rebecca Hollamon 
19   Raye Long 
19   Hannah Williams 

20   Paul Deafenbaugh 
20   Tammy Ward 

23   Isaac Kale 
23   Eleanor Sadler 

24   Kate Scruggs 
25   John Trussell 
29   Rusty Lamar 

30   Courtney Klute 
30   Susan Lamar 

31   Dane Hall 
 
 

 
 

 

Anniversaries 
April 
1   Roger and Vonda Vales 
2   Conley and Barbara Whittington 

6    Ray and Patricia Weems 
8   Carlos and Ann Gross 
22 Robert and Florence Ingram 

 

May 
2    Ed and Jamie Hopkins 
16 Thomas Roh and Carol Pressey 

23  Ed and Lynda Hall   
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Important April Dates 
9 -  UMM Fundraiser at Killarney House  

13 -  Cantata performed both services 

17  CCDC Easter Egg Hunt – all DUMC 

children are invited  

28 -  UMM Golf Tournament at South 

River Golf Club 
 

Important May Dates 
2 - 4  - Cornerstone Theatre’s Tarzan 

10 -  Mother Daughter Banquet 5 PM 

24  - Strawberry Festival 10-2 
 

Lenten Worship Services and 

Dinners 
 
2 April - Dinner - 6:30 PM and Healing 

Worship Service - 7:30 PM 
9 April - UMM Killarney House Fundraiser 

13 April – Palm/Passion Sunday Cantata 
17 April -  Tenebrae Service – 7 PM 

 

 
 

Easter Sunday Services 

20 April 
 
6:00 AM - Sunrise Worship Service 

8:30 AM - Contemporary Blended Worship 
Service 
11:00 AM - Traditional Worship Service 

 

Davidsonville United 

Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 370 

 819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

 Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Bandel 

Chairman Church Council: 

Chuck Sparks 

      

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 
 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

    
The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December.   

 

Submission of material for the Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing.   
      

 
 

mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

